ABSTRACT

Twenty-four species of mayflies are known from
Belize, based on historical records. This is the lowest
species richness for any Central American country,
except for the comparably sized El Salvador, which has
only eight species known to occur there. Based on
research from neighboring Nicaragua and southern
Mexico, we expect the species richness of Belize to be
much greater than currently reported; 56 species are
known from Nicaragua, and 140 species are known
from all of Central America. Field work during spring
and summer 2016 will help us to increase the number
of species known from Belize. Many Belize species
also exist in the United States, showing lasting effects
of the natural historical movement patterns that have
been called the Great American Interchange. We
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